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Serial Number: 09/3 1 3,297 (Kawan et al.) 

Art Unit: 2162 

CLAIM REJECTIONS — 35 U,S,C. §103(a) 

1. Rejections Maintained. 

CLAIM REJECTIONS — 35 U.S.C. §103(a) 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the 
invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between 
the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art 
are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter 
pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner 
in which the invention was made. 

2. Independent claims 1 & 52 and dependent claims 2-51 and 53-66 are rejected imder 35 
U.S.C. §103(a) as being unpatentable over Masi et al. 6,105,001 (15/08/2000) [US ^d: 
15/08/1997] class 705/14 (herein referred to as "Masi") in view of Rosen 5,453,601 
(26/09/1995) class 705/65 (herein referred to as "Rosen"). 
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As per claim 1, Masi (col. 2, U. 13-62) discloses: ''an exemplary non-cash 
payment and commission system according to the invention. The system is adapted for 
managing purchases of goods or services by members (i.e., persons or distributors) of a 
network marketing . . . organization. . . . the proprietor of each merchant location agrees 
to provide a discount for each purchase of goods or services by the member as a 
proportion of the purchase price of such goods or services, or as a fixed amount per 
purchase, . . . a computer site being used to sell products through a network. . . . The 
terminal . . . is then operative to activate the electronic communication interface . . , to 
establish an electronic data connection . . . with a debit authorization and transaction 
processor. . . . In embodiments wherein the communication interface . . . comprises a 
modem, the data connection . . . may be a telephonic connection. In other embodiments, 
alternative known methods of electronic data transmission may be employed to establish 
the data connection. ..." 

Masi (col. 3, 11. 19-40) discloses: ''When a purchase is approved, the 
authorization processor . . . transmits an electronic authorization signal along the data 
connection . . . to the purchase processing terminal . . . at the merchant location. . . . 
When a purchase is approved by the processor , . . the processor . . . then establishes a 
data connection . . . with an automated clearing house (ACH) processor. . . . The ACH 
processor . . . is further connected with an electronic funds transfer network 18 for 
effecting electronic transfers of funds among a merchant account ... a member account 
. . . and an organization account. . . . For each purchase, the authorization processor . . . 
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instructs the ACH processor . . . to effect the following electronic fund transfers: a debit 
to the member account . . . a credit to the merchant account . , . a debit to the merchant 
account . . . and a credit to the organization account . . , in the amount of the discount or 
fixed amount " 

Masi (col. 3, 11. 42-44) discloses: "the authorization processor . . . is configured to 
transmit purchase data to a commission management system . . , maintained by the 
network marketing organization. 

Masi (col. 3, 11. 58-64) discloses: ''a Personal Business Volume field , . .for 
storing a record of purchase discounts^ or a portion thereof attributable to the member 's 
use of the debit card. ..." 

Masi (col. 4, 11. 12-14) discloses: "stores the new value of the member 's Personal 
Business volume in the member 's record . . . in the database. . . 

Masi (col. 5, 11. 1-6) discloses: "Member A would be required to accumulate $50 
of Personal Business volume in order to qualify for receipt of commissions. . . 

Masi (col. 5, 11. 17-20) discloses: "In an alternative embodiment, the payment 
processor subsystem . . . may effect an electronic fund transfer . . . from the organization 
account . . . to the member account. ..." 

Masi (the ABSTRACT; FIG. 1; col. 2, 11. 13-62; col. 3, 11. 19-40; col. 3, 11. 42-44; 
col. 3, 11. 58-64; col. 4, 11. 12-14; col. 5, 11. 1-6; and col. 5, 11. 17-20) shows elements that 
suggest: "A method of performing a transaction between a merchant and a member with 
electronic scrip, comprising: receiving information relating to the transaction between the 
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merchant and the member, including a transaction amount; automatically debiting an 
account of the member by the transaction amount; automatically crediting a predetermined 
merchant portion of the transaction amount to an account of the merchant; and 
automatically crediting a predetermined balance portion of the transaction amount to at 
least one of a sponsoring organization account and a scrip distributor account." 

Masi lacks an explicit recital of "electronic scrip" even though Masi (col. 5, 11. 17- 
20; and col. 3, 11. 19-40) discloses ''an electronic fund transfer" which suggests electronic 
scrip. 

Rosen (the ABSTRACT; and col. 4, 11. 6-12) discloses "electronic money. " The 
Examiner interprets the disclosure of "electronic money " as equivalent to "electronic 
scrip" v^ithin the context of the claims of the instant invention; therefore, 

Rosen proposes "electronic money" modifications that would have applied to the 
non-cash transaction system of Masi . It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time of the invention that ''electronic money" would have been 
selected in accordance with "electronic scrip" because such selection would have 
facilitated online commercial transactions; and it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to combine the "electronic money" 
modifications of Rosen with the non-cash transaction system of Masi because such 
"electronic money " would have been "interchangeable with conventional paper 
money. . . ." (See Rosen col. 4, 11. 9-10). 




m 
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Masi lacks an explicit recital of "a scrip distributor. . . even though Masi (col. 3, 
11. 23-27; col. 5, 11. 17-20; and col. 1, 11. 55-58) shows elements that suggest "a scrip 
distributor. ..." 

Rosen (the ABSTRACT; col. 3, 11. 46-47; col. 4, 11. 45-48) shows elements that 
suggest "a scrip distributor." 

Rosen proposes electronic money distribution modifications that would have 
applied to the non-cash transaction system of Masi . It would have been obvious to a 
person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to combine the electronic 
money distribution modifications of Rosen with the non-cash transaction system of Masi 
because such electronic money distribution modifications would have been provided 
means for distributing electronic money that was ''interchangeable with conventional 
paper money. , . (See Rosen col. 4, 11. 9-10). 

As per claim 2, Masi in view of Rosen shows the method of claim 1. (See the 
rejection of claim 1 supra). 

Masi (FIG. 1; col. 2, 11. 36-37; col. 2, 11. 41-42; and col. 2, 11. 51-52) shows a 
'Terminal" for "data entry. ..." 

Masi lacks an explicit recital of "receiving information further comprises entering 
the information at a terminal." It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time of the invention that a "Terminal" for "data entry. ..." would have 
been selected in accordance with "receiving information further comprises entering the 
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information at a terminal " because such selection would have facilitated online 

commercial transactions. 

Rosen (the ABSTRACT; col. 3, 11. 46-47; col. 4, 11. 45-48) shows elements that 
suggest "a scrip distributor"; (see the rejection of claim 1 supra V 

As per claim 3, Masi in view of Rosen shows the method of claim 2. (See the 
rejection of claim 2 supra ). 

Masi (FIG. 1, el. 18; and col. 3, 11. 23-27) shows a ''network ..." 

Masi (FIG. 1; col. 2, 11. 36-37; col. 2, 11. 41-42; and col. 2, 11. 51-52) shows a 
''Terminar for ''data entry. ..." 

Masi lacks an explicit recital of "the terminal coupled over a network at at least 
one of a system manager terminal and a scrip distributor. . . even though Masi (FIG. 1, 
el. 18; col. 3, 11. 23-27; FIG. 1; col, 2, 11. 36-37; col. 2, 11. 41-42; and col. 2, 11. 51-52) 
shows elements that suggest "the terminal coupled over a network at at least one of a 
system manager terminal and a scrip distributor. . . It would have been obvious to a 
person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention that the disclosure of Masi 
(FIG. 1, el. 18; col. 3, 11. 23-27; FIG. 1; col. 2, 11. 36-37; col. 2, 11. 41-42; and col. 2, 11. 51- 
52) would have been selected in accordance with "the terminal coupled over a network at 
at least one of a system manager terminal and a scrip distributor. . . ." because such 
selection would have facilitated online commercial transactions. 
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As per claim 4, Masi in view of Rosen shows the method of claim 2. (See the 
rejection of claim 2 supra). 

Masi (FIG. 1; col. 2, IL 36-37; col. 2, 11. 41-42; and col. 2, 11. 51-52) shows a 
''Terminal for ''data entry, ..." 

Masi lacks an explicit recital of "a merchant terminal"; even though Masi (FIG. 1 ; 
col. 2, 11. 36-37; col. 2, 11. 41-42; and col. 2, 11. 51-52) shows a 'Terminal'' for "data 
entry. ..." that suggests same. It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill 
in the art at the time of the invention that the disclosure of Masi (FIG. 1 ; col. 2, 11. 36-37; 
col. 2, 11. 41-42; and col. 2, 11. 51-52) would have been selected in accordance with "a 
merchant terminal. . . because such selection would have facilitated online commercial 
transactions. 

As per claim 5, Masi in view of Rosen shows the method of claim 2. (See the 
rejection of claim 2 supra V 

Masi (FIG. 1; col. 2, 11. 36-47; col. 2, 11. 41-42; and col. 2, 11. 51-52) shows 
elements that suggest "entering data for the member from a scrip card at the terminal." 

Masi lacks an explicit recital of "entering data for the member from a scrip card at 
the terminal"; even though Masi (FIG. 1; col. 2, 11. 36-47; col. 2, 11. 41-42; and col. 2, 11. 
5 1-52) suggests same. It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art 
at the time of the invention that the disclosure of Masi (FIG. 1; col. 2, 11. 36-47; col. 2, 11. 
41-42; and col. 2, 11. 51-52) would have been selected in accordance with "entering data 
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for the member from a scrip card at the terminal. . . because such selection would have 
facilitated online commercial transactions. 

As per claim 6 Masi in view of Rosen shows the method of claim 5. (See the 
rejection of claim 5 supra ). 

Masi (FIG. 1; col. 2, 11. 36-47; col. 2, 11. 41-42; and col. 2, 11. 51-52) shows 
elements that suggest "entering data for the member from a magnetic stripe scrip card at 
the terminal." 

Masi lacks an explicit recital of "entering data for the member from a magnetic 
stripe scrip card at the terminal"; even though Masi (FIG. 1 ; col. 2, 11. 36-47; col. 2, 11. 41- 
42; and col. 2, U. 5 1-52) suggests same. It would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention that the disclosure of Masi (FIG. 1; col. 
2, 11. 36-47; col. 2, 11. 41-42; and col. 2, 11. 51-52) would have been selected in accordance 
with "entering data for the member from a magnetic stripe scrip card at the terminal. . . ." 
because such selection would have facilitated online commercial transactions. 

As per claim 7 Masi in view of Rosen shows the method of claim 5, (See the 
rejection, of claim 5 supra). 

MasL(FIG. 1; col. 2, 11. 36-47; col. 2, 11. 41-42; and col. 2, 11. 51-52) shows elements 
that suggest "entering data for the member from a magnetic stripe scrip card at the terminal." 

MasLlacks an explicit recital of "entering data from an application on a smart s card 
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for the member at the terminal." 

Rosen (col. 2, 11. 15-22) discloses ''smart cards 

Rosen proposes "smart card'' modifications that would have applied to the non-cash 
transaction system of Masi . It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time of the invention to combine the smart card" modifications of Rosen with the 
non-cash transaction system of Masi because such electronic money distribution modifications 
would have been provided means for distributing electronic money that was "interchangeable 
with conventional paper money, ..." (See Rosen col. 4, 11. 9-1). 

As per claim 8 Masi in view of Rosen shows the method of claim 5. (See the rejection 
of claim 5 supra). 

Masi Tcol. 2, 11. 24-27; and col. 3, 11. 58-62) shows elements that suggest "the c 
further comprises an account number for the member." 

Masi lacks an explicit recital of "the data further comprises an account numb the 
member"; even though Masi (col. 2, 11. 24-27; and col. 3,11. 58-62) suggests same. It would 
have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention that the 
disclosure of Masi (col. 2, 11. 24-27; and col. 3, 11. 58-62) "encoding member information 
thereon, such as by magnetically encoding an account number of the member on a magnetic 
stripe. ..." would have been selected in accordance v^th "the data further comprises an 
account number for the member . . . ." because such selection would have facilitated online 
individualized commercial transactions. 
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As per claim 9 Masi in view of Rosen shows the method of claim 1 . (See the rejection 
of claim 1 supra ). 

Masi (col. 4,11. 4-13; and FIG. l^el. 26) discloses a: ''commission management 

system .... the Examiner interprets this disclosure as suggesting a system manager. 

Masi (col. 3, 11. 23-30) discloses an ''ACH processor . . . to effect . . . electronic fund 

transfers .... the Examiner interprets this disclosure as suggesting "a scrip distributor . 
ft 

Masi lacks an explicit recital of "a scrip distributor . . . even though Masi (coL 3, 
11. 23-30; col. 5,11. 17-20; and col. 1,11. 55-58) shows elements that suggest "a scrip distributor 

Rosen (the ABSTRACT; col. 3,11. 46-47; col. 4,11. 45-48) shows elements that 
suggest "a scrip distributor." 

Rosen p roposes electronic money distribution modifications that would have applied 
to the non-cash transaction system of Masi . It would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to combine the electronic money 
distribution modifications of Rosen with the non-cash transaction system of M: because such 
electronic money distribution modifications would have provided means distributing 
electronic money that was ^'interchangeable with conventional paper money . . . . " (See 
Rosen col. 4, 11, 9-10). 

Masi lacks an explicit recital of "wherein receiving information further comprises: 
receiving the information by at least one of a system manager at a system manager terminal 
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and a scrip distributor at a scrip distributor terminal." It would have been obvious to a person 
of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention that the disclosure of Masi (col 4,11. 4- 
13; FIG. 1, el. 26; col. 3, 11. 23-30; col. 5,11. 17-20; and col. 1,11. 55-58) in view of the 
disclosure of Rosen (the ABSTRACT; col. 3,11. 46-47: col. 4, 11. 45-48) would have been 
selected in accordance with "wherein receiving information further comprises receiving the 
information by at least one of a system manager at a system manager terminal and a scrip 
distributor at a scrip distributor terminal . . . ." because such electronic money distribution 
would have provided means distributing electronic money that was "interchangeable with 
conventional paper money .... " (See Rosen (col. 4, 11. 9-10)). 

As per claim 10 Masi in view of Rosen shows the method of claim 9. (See the 
rejection of claim 9 supra ). 

Masi rcol. 4, 11. 4-13; FIG. 1, el. 26; col. 3,11. 23-30; col. 5,11. 17-20; and col. 1, 55-58) 
in view of the disclosure of Rosen (the ABSTRACT; col. 3,11. 46-47; col. 4, 11. 45-48) show 
elements that suggest "wherein receiving information further comprises receiving the 
information by a system manager at a system manager from a merchant terminal . . . 

Masi rcol. 3,11. 23-27; and FIG. 1, el. 18) discloses a: ''network " 

Masi lacks an explicit recital of "wherein receiving the information further comprises 
receiving the information by the system manager at the system manager from the merchant 
terminal over a network." It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art 
at the time of the invention that the disclosure of MasL(col. 3,11. 23-27; r FIG. 1, el. 18) 
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discloses a: "network. " combined with the disclosure of Masi (col. 4, 4-13; FIG. 1, el. 26; 
col. 3,11. 23-30; col. 5, 11. 17-20; and col. 1,11. 55-58) in view of the disclosure of Rosen_(the 
ABSTRACT; col. 3,11. 46-47; col. 4,11. 45-48) would have b, selected in accordance with 
"wherein receiving the information further comprises receiving the information by the system 

manager at the system manager from a merchant terminal over a network " because such 

electronic money distribution would have provided means for distributing electronic money 
that was "interchangeable with convention paper money . . . . " (See Rosen col. 4, 11. 9-10). 

As per claim 1 1 Masi in view of Rosen shows the method of claim 9. (See the 
rejection of claim 9 supraV 

Masi rcol. 3, 11. 23-2 7; and FIG. 1,18) discloses a: "network " 
Masi lacks an explicit recital of "wherein receiving the information further comprises 
receiving the information by the scrip distributor at the scrip distributor terminal from a 
merchant terminal over a network." It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill 
in the art at the time of the invention that the disclosure of Masi (col 3, 11. 23-27; and FIG. 1, 
el. 18) disclosing a" "network'^ combined with the disclosure of Masi (col. 4, 11. 4-13; F 1, 
el. 26; col. 3, 11. 23-30; col. 5, 11. 17-20; and col. 1, 11. 55-58) in view of the disclosure of 
Rosen fthe ABSTRACT; col. 3,11. 46-47; col. 4,11. 45-48) would have been selected, 
accordance with "wherein receiving the information further comprises receiving the 
information by the scrip distributor at the scrip distributor terminal from a merchant terminal 
over a network. . . because such electronic money distribution over a network would have 
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provided means for distributing electronic money that was ''interchangeable with 
conventional paper money . . . . " (See Rosen col. 4,11. 9-10). 

Claim 12 is rejected for substantially the same reasons as claim 9. 

Claim 13 is rejected for substantially the same reasons as claim 10. 

Claim 14 is rejected for substantially the same reasons as claim 11. 

As per claim 15, Masi in view of Rosen shows the method of claim 12. 
Masi (col. 2, 11. 24-27; and col. 3, 11. 58-62) shows elements that suggest "the member 
account number." 

Masi (col. 2, 11. 64-67) discloses showing "the identity of the merchant. . . ." 
Masi lacks an explicit recital of "wherein receiving the request further comprises receiving 
data identifying at least one of the member account and the merchant." It would have been 
obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention that the disclosure 
of Masi (col. 2, 11. 24-27; and col. 3, 11. 58-62) "encoding member information thereon, such 
as by magnetically encoding an account number of the member on a magnetic stripe. ..." 
would have been selected in accordance with "receiving data identifying at least the member 

account number and the merchant " because such selection would have facilitated online 

individualized commercial transactions." 
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As per claim 16 Masi in view of Rosen shows the method of claim 1. (See the rejection 
of claim 1 supra). 

MasL(col. 3, 11. 23-2 7; and FIG. 1,18) discloses a: "network " 

Masi lacks an explicit recital of "wherein automatically debiting further comprises 
automatically sending a request for the transaction from a terminal over a network to at least 
one of a system manager at a system manager terminal and a scrip distributor at a scrip 

distributor terminal "It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art 

at the time of the invention that the disclosure of Masi (col. 3, 11. 23-27; and FIG. 1, el. 18) 
disclosing a: "network", combined with the disclosure of Masi (col. 4, 11. 4-13; FIG. 1, el. 26; 
col. 3, 11. 23-30; col. 5, 11. 17-20; and col. 1, 11. 55-58) n view of the disclosure of Rosen (the 
ABSTRACT; col. 3, 11. 46-47; col. 4, 11. 45-48 would have been selected in accordance with 
"wherein automatically debiting further comprises automatically sending a request for the 
transaction from a terminal over a network to at least one of a system manager at a system 
manager terminal and a scrip distributor at a scrip distributor terminal . . . ." because such 
electronic money distribution over a network would have provided means for distributing 
electronic money that was ''interchangeable with conventional paper money . . . . " (See 
Rosen col. 4,11. 9-10). 

As per claim 17 Masi in view of Rosen shows the method of claim 16. (See the 
rejection of claim 16 supra). 

Masi lacks an explicit recital of "wherein automatically sending the request to system 
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manager further comprises receiving the request by the system manager at the system 
manager terminal." 

"Official Notice" is taken that both the concept and the advantages of "automatically 
sending the request to the system manager further comprises receiving request by the system 
manager at the system manager terminal . . . ." were well knovra and expected in the art by 
one of ordinary skill at the time of the invention; it would have obvious to include the concept 
and the advantages of "automatically sending the request to the system manager further 
comprises receiving the request by the system manager at the system manager terminal 

" because such a concept and advantages were knovm to make computer operation and 

management more intuitive. 

As per claim 18 Masi in view of Rosen shows the method of claim 17. (See the 
rejection of claim 17 supra). 

Masi Tcol. 2,11. 24-27; and col. 3,11. 58-62) shows elements that suggest "the data 
further comprises an account number for the member." 

Masi lacks an explicit recital of "wherein receiving the request by the system manager 
further comprises receiving data by the system manager identifying at least or the member 
account and the member." It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art 
at the time of the invention that the disclosure of Masi (col. 2, 11. 24-27; and col. 3, 11. 58-62) 
"encoding member information thereon, such as by magnetically encoding an account 
number of the member on a magnetic stripe . . . . " would have been selected in accordance 
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with "wherein receiving the request by the system manager further comprises receiving data 
by the system manager identifying at least one of the member account and the member 
. . . because such selection would have facilitated online individualized commercial 
transactions. 

As per claim 19 Masi in view of Rosen shows the method of claim 18. (See the 
rejection of claim 18 supra V 

Masi (col. 2, 11. 48-55; col. 2, 11. 64-67; col. 3,11. 1-12; and col. 5, II. 53-67)shows 
elements that suggest "wherein receiving the data by the system manager further comprises 
confirming a balance by the system manager in the identified member account adequate to 
cover the transaction amount." 

Masi lacks an explicit recital of "wherein receiving the data by the system mangy 
further comprises confirming a balance by the system manager in the identified member 
account adequate to cover the transaction amount." It would have been obvious to a person 
of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention that the disclosure of Masi (col. 3, 11. 
1-12) ''assessing whether there is an acceptably low risk of do fault on the amount of the 
purchase. . . , the authorization processor may make such determination obtaining access 
to a member's debit account balance . . . , " would have been selected accordance with 
"wherein receiving the data by the system manager further comprise confirming a balance by 
the system manager in the identified member account adequate to cover the transaction 
amount " because such selection would have facilitated online individualized commercial 
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transactions. 

As per claim 20 Masi in view of Rosen shows the method of claim 19. (See the rejection 
of claim 19 supra ). 

Masi lacks an explicit recital of: "confirming the balance by the system manager further 
comprises confirming the balance by the system manager in at least one account of the 
member selected form a group consisting of a member scrip account, a member checking 
account, and a member savings account." 

"Official Notice" is taken that both the concept and the advantages of "confirming the 
balance by the system manager further comprises confirming the balance by the system 
manager in at least one account of the member selected form a group consisting of a member 
scrip account, a member checking account, and a member savings account. ..." were well 
known and expected in the art by one of ordinary skill at the time of the invention; it would 
have been obvious to include the concept and the advantages "confirming the balance by the 
system manager further comprises confirming the balance by the system manager in at least 
one account of the member selected form a group consisting of a member scrip account, a 

member checking account, and a member savings account " because such selection would 

have facilitated online individualized commercial transactions. 



As per claim 21 Masi in view of Rosen_shows the method of claim 16. (See the 
rejection of claim 16 supra ). 
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Masi lacks an explicit recital of "wherein automatically sending the request to the scrip 
distributor further comprises receiving the request by the scrip distributor at the scrip 
distributor terminal." 

"Official Notice" is taken that both the concept and the advantages of 
"automatically sending the request to the scrip distributor further comprises receiving the 
request by the scrip distributor at the scrip distributor terminal . . . ." were well known and 
expected in the art by one of ordinary skill at the time of the invention; it would have been, 
obvious to include the concept and the advantages of "automatically sending the request to 
the scrip distributor further comprises receiving the request by the scrip distributor at the scrip 
distributor terminal . . . ." because such a concept and advantages were known make 
computer operation and management more intuitive. 

As per claim 22 Masi in view of Rosen shows the method of claim 21 . (See the - 
rejection of claim 21 supra). 

Masi lacks an explicit recital of "wherein receiving the request by the scrip distributor 
further comprises receiving data by the scrip distributor identifying at least of the member 
account and the member." 

"Official Notice" is taken that both the concept and the advantages of "wherein 
receiving the request by the scrip distributor further comprises receiving data by the scrip 

distributor identifying at least one of the member account and the member " were known 

and expected in the art by one of ordinary skill at the time of the invention; it would have been 
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obvious to include the concept and the advantages of "wherein receiving the request by the 
scrip distributor further comprises receiving data by the scrip distribute identifying at least one 
of the member account and the member. . . ."because such selection would have facilitated 
online individualized commercial transactions. 

As per claim 23 Masi in view of Rosen shows the method of claim 22. (See the 
rejection of claim 22 supra ). 

Masi lacks an explicit recital of "wherein receiving the data by the scrip distributor 
further comprises confirming a balance by the scrip distributor in the identified member 
account adequate to cover the transaction amount." 

"Official Notice" is taken that both the concept and the advantages of "wherein 
receiving the data by the scrip distributor further comprises confirming a balance by the scrip 
distributor in the identified member account adequate to cover the transaction amount. ..." 
were well known and expected in the art by one of ordinary skill at the time of the invention; 
it would have been obvious to include the concept and the advantages "wherein receiving the 
data by the scrip distributor further comprises confirming a balance by the scrip distributor 

in the identified member account adequate to cover the transaction amount "because such 

selection would have facilitated online individualized commercial transactions. 

As per claim 24 Masi in view of RoseiLshows the method of claim 23. (See the rejection 
of claim 23 supra ). 
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Masi lacks an explicit recital of: "confirming the balance by the scrip distributor further 
comprises confirming the balance by the scrip distributor in at least one account of the 
member selected form a group consisting of a member scrip account, a member checking 
account, and a member savings account." 

"Official Notice" is taken that both the concept and the advantages of "confirming the 
balance by the scrip distributor further comprises confirming the balance by the scrip 
distributor in at least one account of the member selected form a group consisting of a 
member scrip account, a member checking account, and a member savings account — " were 
well known and expected in the art by one of ordinary skill at the time of the invention; it 
would have been obvious to include the concept and the advantages "confuming the balance 
by the scrip distributor further comprises confirming the balance by the scrip distributor in at 
least one account of the member selected form a group consisting of a member scrip account, 
a member checking account, and a member savings accoimt. ..." because such selection 
would have facilitated online individualized commercial transactions. 

As per claim 25, Masi in view of Rosen shows the method of claim 1 . 

Masi lacks an explicit recital of "wherein automatically debiting the member account 
further comprises automatically debiting at least one account of the member selected fi-om a 
group consisting of a scrip account, a banking account, and a checking account." 

"Official Notice" is taken that both the concept and the advantages of "wherein 
automatically debiting the member account further comprises automatically debiting at least 
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one account of the member selected from a group consisting of a scrip account, a banking 
account, and a checking account, ..." were well known and expected in the art by one of 
ordinary skill at the time of the invention; it would have been obvious to include the concept 
and the advantages of "wherein automatically debiting the member account further comprises 
automatically debiting at least one account of the member selected from a group consisting 
of a scrip account, a banking account, and a checking account . . . ." because such selection 
would have facilitated online individualized commercial transactions. 

As per claim 26 Masi in view of Rosen shows the method of claim 25. (See the 
rejection of claim 25 supra ). 

Masi lacks an explicit recital of "wherein automatically debiting the member account 
further comprises storing data in the member scrip account representing member scrip credit." 

"Official Notice" is taken that both the concept and the advantages of "wherein 
automatically debiting the member scrip account fiirther comprises storing data in the 
member scrip account representing member scrip credit . . . ." were well known and 
expected in the art by one of ordinary skill at the time of the invention; it would have been 
obvious to include the concept and the advantages of "wherein automatically debiting the 
member scrip account further comprises storing data in the member scrip account 
representing member scrip credit . . . ." because such selection would have facilitated 
online individualized commercial transactions. 
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As per claim 27 Masi in view of Rosen shows the method of claim 26. (See the 
rejection of claim 26 supra ). 

Masi lacks an explicit recital of "wherein the data representing member scrip credit 
further comprises transferring the member scrip credit from at least one of a sponsoring 
organization account and a scrip distributor account." 

"Official Notice" is taken that both the concept and the advantages of "wherein the 
data representing member scrip credit further comprises transferring the member sc. credit 
from at least one of a sponsoring organization account and a scrip distributor account . . . 
." were well known and expected in the art by one of ordinary skill at the time of the 
invention; it would have been obvious to include the concept and the advantage "wherein 
the data representing member scrip credit further comprises transferring the member scrip 
credit from at least one of a sponsoring organization accoimt and a scrip distributor 
account . . . ." because such selection would have facilitated online individualized 
commercial transactions. 

As per claim 28 Masi in view of Rosen shows the method of claim 27. (See the 
rejection of claim 27 supra ). 

Masi lacks an explicit recital of "wherein transferring the member scrip credit to 
the organization account further comprises storing data in the organization accoimt 
representing organization scrip credit." 

"Official Notice" is taken that both the concept and the advantages of "wherein 
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transferring the member scrip credit from the organization account further comprises 
storing data in the organization account representing organization scrip credit . . . were 
well known and expected in the art by one of ordinary skill at the time of the invention; 
would have been obvious to include the concept and the advantages of "wherein 
transferring the member scrip credit from the organization account further comprises 
storing data in the organization account representing organization scrip credit . . . 
because such selection would have facilitated online individualized commercial 
transactions. 

As per claim 29 Masi in view of Rosen shows the method of claim 28. (See the 
rejection of claim 28 supra ). 

Masi lacks an explicit recital of "wherein storing the data representing organization 
scrip credit further comprises transferring the organization scrip credit from scrip 
distributor account." 

"Official Notice" is taken that both the concept and the advantages of "wherein 
storing the data representing organization scrip credit further comprises transferring the 
organization scrip credit from a scrip distributor account. ..." were well known and 
expected in the art by one of ordinary skill at the time of the invention; it would have bf 
obvious to include the concept and the advantages of "wherein storing the data 
representing organization scrip credit further comprises transferring the organization scrip 
credit from a scrip distributor account " because such selection would have facilitated 
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online individualized commercial transactions. 

As per claim 30 Masi in view of Rosen shows the method of claim 29. (See the 
rejection of claim 29 supra), 

Masi lacks an explicit recital of "wherein transferring the organization scrip credit 
further comprises storing data in the scrip distributor account representing distributor s 
credit." 

"Official Notice" is taken that both the concept and the advantages of "wherein 
transferring the organization scrip credit further comprises storing data in the scrip 
distributor account representing distributor scrip credit . . . ." were well known and 
expected in the art by one of ordinary skill at the time of the invention; it would have been 
obvious to include the concept and the advantages of "wherein transferring the 
organization scrip credit further comprises storing data in the scrip distributor account 
representing distributor scrip credit . . . ." because such selection would have facilitated 
online individualized commercial transactions. 

As per claim 31 Masi in view of Rosen shows the method of claim 30. (See the 
rejection of claim 30 supra ). 

Masi lacks an explicit recital of "wherein storing the data representing distributor 
scrip credit fiirther comprises purchasing the distributor scrip credit from the merchant. 

"Official Notice'' is taken that both the concept and the advantages of "wherein 
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storing the data representing distributor scrip credit further comprises purchasing the 
distributor scrip credit from the merchant. ..." were well known and expected in the art 
by one of ordinary skill at the time of the invention; it would have been obvious to include 
the concept and the advantages of "wherein storing the data representing distributor scrip 
credit further comprises purchasing the distributor scrip credit from the merchant. ..." 
because such selection would have facilitated online individualized commercial 
transactions. 



As per claim 32 Masi in view of Rosen shows the method of claim 27. (See the 
rejection of claim 27 supra ). 

Masi lacks an explicit recital of "wherein transferring the member scrip credit from the 
scrip distributor account further comprises storing the data in the scrip distributor account 
representing distributor scrip credit." 

"Official Notice" is taken that both the concept and the advantages of "wherein 
transferring the member scrip credit from the scrip distributor account further comprise: 
storing the data in the scrip distributor account representing distributor scrip credit . . . ." 
were well known and expected in the art by one of ordinary skill at the time of the invention; 
it would have been obvious to include the concept and the advantages of "wherein 
transferring the member scrip credit from the scrip distributor account further comprises 
storing the data in the scrip distributor account representing distributor scrip credit . . . ." 
because such selection would have facilitated online individualized commercial transactions. 
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As per claim 33 Masi in view of Rosen shows the method of claim 32. (See the 
rejection of claim 32 supra ). 

Masi lacks an explicit recital of "wherein storing the data representing distributor scrip 
credit further comprises purchasing the distributor scrip credit from the merchant." 

"Official Notice" is taken that both the concept and the advantages of "wherein 
storing the data representing distributor scrip credit further comprises purchasing the 
distributor scrip credit from the merchant . . . ." were well knovm and expected in the art by 
one of ordinary skill at the time of the invention; it would have been obvious to include the 
concept and the advantages of "wherein storing the data representing distributor scrip credit 

further comprises purchasing the distributor scrip credit from the merchant " because such 

selection would have facilitated online individualized commercial transactions. 

As per claim 34 Masi in view of Rosen shows the method of claim 1 . (See the 
rejection of claim 1 supra ). 

Masi lacks an explicit recital of "wherein automatically debiting further comprises 
automatically sending confirmation of the debit to the merchant." 

"Official Notice" is taken that both the concept and the advantages of "wherein 
automatically debiting further comprises automatically sending confirmation of the deb the 
merchant . . . ." were well known and expected in the art by one of ordinary skill at I time of 
the invention; it would have been obvious to include the concept and the advantages of 
"wherein automatically debiting further comprises automatically sending confirmation of the 
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debit to the merchant . . . because such selection would have facilitated online 
individualized commercial transactions. 



As per claim 35 Masi in view of Rosen shows the method of claim 34. (See the 
rejection of claim 34 supra). 

Masi lacks an explicit recital of "wherein automatically sending the confirmation 
further comprises automatically sending the confirmation to the merchant at a merchant 
terminal over a network." 

"Official Notice" is taken that both the concept and the advantages of "where 
automatically sending the confirmation further comprises automatically sending the 
confirmation to the merchant at a merchant terminal over a network . . . ." were well known 
and expected in the art by one of ordinary skill at the time of the invention; it would have been 
obvious to include the concept and the advantages of "wherein automatically sending the 
confirmation further comprises automatically sending the confirmation to the merchant at a 

merchant terminal over a network " because such selection would have facilitated online 

individualized commercial transactions. 



As per claim 36 Masi in view of Rosen shows the method of claim 35. (See the 
rejection of claim 35 supra ). 

Masi lacks an explicit recital of "wherein automatically sending the confirmation 
further comprises automatically sending the confirmation to the merchant terminal over the 




Serial Number: 09/3 1 3,297 (Kawan et al.) 29 

Art Unit: 2162 

network by at least one of a system manager at a system manager terminal and a scrip 
distributor at a scrip distributor terminal." 

"Official Notice" is taken that both the concept and the advantages of "when 
automatically sending the confirmation further comprises automatically, sending the 
confirmation to the merchant terminal over a network by at least one of a system manager at 
a system manager terminal and a scrip distributor at a scrip distributor terminal . . . were 
well known and expected in the art by one of ordinary skill at the time of the invention; it 
would have been obvious to include the concept and the advantages of "wherein automatically 
sending the confirmation further comprises automatically sending the confirmation to the 
merchant terminal over a network by at least one of a system manager at a system manager 
terminal and a scrip distributor at a scrip distributor terminal . . . ." because such selection 
would have facilitated online individualized commercial transactions. 

As per claim 37 Masi in view of Rosen shows the method of claim 1. (See the 
rejection of claim 1 supra). 

Masi lacks an explicit recital of "wherein automatically debiting further comprises 
automatically storing merchant loyalty point credit for the member in connection with 
transaction amount." 

Masi (the ABSTRACT; FIG. 2; FIG. 3; col. 1, 11. 13-60; col. 3,11. 62-64; col. 4, 4-65; 
and col. 5, 11. 1-67) shows elements that suggest "wherein automatically debiting further 
comprises automatically storing merchant loyalty point credit for the member it connection 




Serial Number: 09/3 1 3,297 (Kawan et al.) 30 

Art Unit: 2162 

with the transaction amount." It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time of the invention that the disclosure of Masi Tthe ABSTRACT; FIG. 2; FIG. 3; 
col. 1, 11. 13-60; col. 3, 11. 62-64; col. 4, 11. 4-65; and col. 11. 1-67) would have been selected 
in accordance with "wherein automatically debiting further comprises automatically storing 
merchant loyalty point credit for the member in connection with the transaction 
amount . . . because such selection would have provided a means "to attract potential 
customers." 

As per claim 38 Masi in view of Rosen shows the method of claim 37. (See the 
rejection of claim 37 supra ! 

Masi lacks an explicit recital of "wherein storing further comprises automatically 
storing tuition credit for the member in connection with the transaction amount based 
attaining a threshold level of stored loyalty point credit." 

Masi (coL 1, 11. 42-43) discloses providing ''enrollment incentives .... " The 
Examiner interprets "enrollment incentives .... ''as suggesting "tuition credit . . . ." 

Masi (the ABSTRACT; FIG. 2; FIG. 3; col. 1, H. 13-60; col. 3, 11.62-64; col. 4-65; 
and col. 5, 11. 1-67) shows elements that suggest "wherein storing further comprises 
automatically storing tuition credit for the member in connection with the transaction amount 
based on attaining a threshold level of stored loyalty point credit." It would have been obvious 
to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention that the disclosure of Masi 
(the ABSTRACT; FIG. 2; FIG. 3; col. 1, 11. 13-60; col. 3, 11. 62-64; col. 4, 11. 4-65; and col. 





# 



Serial Number: 09/313,297 



(Kawan et al.) 



31 



Art Unit: 2162 



5, 11. 1-67) would have been selected in accordance with "wherein storing further comprises 
automatically storing tuition credit for the member in connection with the transaction amount 

based on attaining a threshold level of stored loyalty point credit " because such selection 

would have provided a means "to attract potential customers." 

As per claim 39 Masi in view of Rosen shows the method of claim 1. (See the 
rejection of claim 1 supra). 

Masi lacks an explicit recital of "wherein automatically crediting the merchant portion 
further comprises automatically determining the merchant portion according to predetermined 
merchant percentage of the transaction amount." 

Masi (col. 1, 11. 43-45) discloses "enrollment incentives to merchants . . . . " 

Masi (col. 3, 11. 38-40) discloses "a credit of $20 paid to the merchant 
account . . . . " 

Masi fcol. 5,11. 22-25; col. 5, II. 53-54; and col. 4,11. 30-67) shows elements that 
suggest "wherein automatically crediting the merchant portion further comprises 
automatically determining the merchant portion according to a predetermined merchant 
percentage of the transaction amount." It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time of the invention that the disclosure of Masi (col 1,11 43-45; col. 3, 
11. 38-40; col. 5, 11. 22-25; col. 5, 11. 53-54; and col. 4, II. 30-67) would ha, been selected in 
accordance with "wherein automatically crediting the merchant portion further comprises 
automatically determining the merchant portion according to a predetermined merchant 
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percentage of the transaction amount . . . because such selection would have provided a 
means to 'provide enrollment incentives to merchants .... " (See Masi (col. 1, 11. 43-45)). 

As per claim 40 Masi in view of Rosen shows the method of claim 39. (See the 
rejection of claim 39 supra ). 

Masi (FIG. 2; and FIG. 3) shows elements that suggest "wherein automatically 
determining the merchant portion further comprises automatically consulting a look-up table 
for the predetermined merchant percentage." 

Masi lacks an explicit recital of "wherein automatically determining the merchant 
portion further comprises automatically consulting a look-up table for the predetermined 
merchant percentage." It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the 2 at the 
time of the invention that the disclosure of Masi TFIG. 2; and FIG. 3) would have been 
selected in accordance with "wherein automatically crediting the merchant portion further 
comprises automatically determining the merchant portion according to a predetermined 
merchant percentage of the transaction amount . . . ." because such selection would have 
provided a means to "provide enrollment incentives to merchants . . . . " (See Masi (col. 1, 
11. 43-45)). 

As per claim 41 Masi in view of Rosen shows the method of claim 40. (See the 
rejection of claim 40 supra ). 

Masi (FIG. 2; and FIG. 3) shows elements that suggest "automatically consulting the 
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look-up table. . . 

MasL(FIG. 1; FIG. 2; FIG. 3; col. 43-45; col. 3,11. 38-40; col. 5,11. 22-25; col. 5,11. 

53-54; and col. 4,11. 30-67) shows elements that suggest "storing the predetermined merchant 

percentage in the look-up table in a database. ..." 

MasL(FIG. 1, el. 18; and col. 3, 11. 23-27) discloses a "network . . . , " 

Masi lacks an explicit recital of "a scrip distributor terminal " even though Masi 

(col. 3, 11. 23-27; col. 5,11. 17-20; and col. 1,11. 55-58) shows elements that suggest "a scrip 

distributor. ..." 

Rosen Tthe ABSTRACT; col. 3,11. 46-47; col. 4, 11. 45-48) shows elements that 
suggest "a scrip distributor terminal." 

Rosen proposes electronic money distribution modifications that would have applied 
to the non-cash transaction system of Masi . It would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to combine the electronic money 
distribution modifications of Rosen with the non-cash transaction system of h because such 
electronic money distribution modifications would have been provided means for distributing 
electronic money that was "interchangeable with conventional paper money . . . . " (See 
Rosen (col 4, 11. 9-10)). 

Masi rcol. 4, 11. 4-13; FIG. 1, el. 26; col. 3, 11. 23-30; col. 5, 11. 17-20; and col. 1 55- 
58) in view of the disclosure of RoseiL(the ABSTRACT; col. 3, 11. 46-47; col. 4, II. 45-48) 
would have been selected in accordance with "wherein receiving; information further 
comprises receiving the information by at least one of a system manager at a system manager 
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terminal and a scrip distributor at a scrip distributor terminal , . . because such electronic 
money distribution would have provided means for distributing electronic money that was 
"interchangeable with conventional paper money. . . (See Rosen (col. 4, 11. 9-10)). 

Masi lacks an explicit recital of "wherein automatically consulting the look-up table 
further comprises storing the predetermined merchant percentage in the look-up table in a 
database coupled over a network to at least one of a system manager terming and a scrip 
distributor terminal." It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary in the art at the time 
of the invention that the disclosure of Masi in view of Rosen would have been selected in 
accordance with **wherein automatically consulting the look-up table further comprises 
storing the predetermined merchant percentage in the look-up table in a database coupled 
over a network to at least one of a system manager termini and a scrip distributor 
terminal . . . ."because such selection would have provided a means to "provide enrollment 
incentives to merchants .... " (See Masi (col. 1, 11. 45)). 

As per claim 42 Masi in view of Rosen shows the method of claim 1 . (See the 
rejection of claim 1 supra ). 

Masi rthe ABSTRACT; FIG. 1; col. 2, 11. 13-62; col. 3,11. 19-40; col. 3, 11. 42-4 col. 
3, 11. 58-64; col. 4, 11. 12-14; col. 5, 11. 1-6; and col. 5, 11. 17-20) shows elements that suggest: 
"wherein automatically crediting the merchant portion. ..." And "a system manager. ..." 

Masi lacks an explicit recital of "a scrip distributor . . . ." even though Masi (col. 3, 
11.23-27; col. 5, 11. 17-20; and col. 1,11.55-58) shows elements that suggest "a scrip 
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distributor . . . 

Rosen fthe ABSTRACT; col. 3,11. 46-47; col. 4,11. 45-48) shows elements that 
suggest "a scrip distributor." 

Rosen proposes electronic money distribution modifications that would have applied 
to the non-cash transaction system of Masi . It would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to combine the electronic money 
distribution modifications of Rosen with the non-cash transaction system of Masi because 
such electronic money distribution modifications would have been provided means for 
distributing electronic money that was 'interchangeable with conventional, paper 
money . . . . " (See Rosen Tcol. 4, 11. 9-10)). 

MasL(col. 4, 11. 4-13; FIG. 1, el. 26; col. 3, 11, 23-30; col. 5,11, 17-20; and col. 1, 11. 

55-58) in view of the disclosure of Rosen (the ABSTRACT; col. 3, 11. 46-47; col. 4, 
11. 45-48) would have been selected in accordance with "wherein automatically crediting 
merchant portion fiirther comprises automatically crediting the merchant portion of the 
transaction by at least one of a system manager and a scrip distributor . . . ." because such 
electronic money distribution would have provided means for distributing electronic money 
that was "interchangeable with conventional paper money . . . . " (See Rosen Tcol. 4, 11. 9- 
10)). 



As per claim 43 Masi in view of Rosen shows the method of claim 42. (See the 
rejection of claim 42 supra ). 
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Masi (FIG. 1, el. 18; and col. 3,11. 23-27) discloses a ''network " 

Masi rthe ABSTRACT; FIG. 1; col. 2,11. 13-62; col. 3,11. 19-40; col. 3, II. 42-44; col. 
3,11. 58-64; col. 4, 11. 12-14; col. 5, 11. 1-6; and col. 5, 11. 17-20) shows elements the suggest: 
"wherein automatically crediting the merchant portion. ..." and "a system manager . . . ." 

Masi lacks an explicit recital of "a scrip distributor terminal " even though Masi 

(col. 3,11. 23-27; col. 5,11. 17-20; and col. 1, 11. 55-58) shows elements that suggest "a scrip 
distributor terminal . . . ." 

Rosen (the ABSTRACT; col. 3,11. 46-47; col. 4,11. 45-48) shows elements that 
suggest "a scrip distributor terminal." 

Rosen proposes electronic money distribution modifications that would have applied 
to the non-cash transaction system of Masi . It would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to combine the electronic money 
distribution modifications of Rosen with the non-cash transaction system of Ma because such 
electronic money distribution modifications would have been provided means for distributing 
electronic money that was 'Hnterchangeable with conventional paper money .... " (See 
Rosencol. 4, 11. 9-10). 

Masi rcol. 4, 11. 4-13; FIG. 1, el. 26; col. 3,11. 23-30; col. 5, 11. 17-20; and col. 1, 55- 
58) in view of the disclosure of Rosen Tthe ABSTRACT; col. 3,11. 46-47; col. 4, 11. 45-48) 
would have been selected in accordance with "wherein automatically crediting the merchant 
portion by the system manager further comprises automatically crediting the merchant portion 
by the system manager at a system manager terminal coupled over a network to a database 
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storing the merchant account . . . because such electronic money distribution would have 
provided means for distributing electronic money that was "interchangeable with 
conventional paper money . . . . " (See Rosen (col. 4, 11. 9-10)). 

As per claim 44 Masi in view of Rosen shows the method of claim 43. (See the 
rejection of claim 43 supra). 

Masi (FIG, 1, el. 18; and col. 3,11. 23-27) discloses a "network " 

Masi rthe ABSTRACT; FIG. 1; col. 2,11. 13-62; coL 3,11. 19-40; col. 3, 11. 42-44; col. 
3, 11. 58-64; col. 4, 11. 12-14; col. 5, 11. 1-6; and col. 5, 11. 17-20) shows elements that suggest: 
"wherein automatically crediting the merchant portion. ..." 

Masi lacks an explicit recital of "a scrip distributor . . . ." and "a scrip distributor 
terminal . . . ." even though MasL(FIG. 1; col. 3,11. 23-27; col. 5,11. 17-20; and col. 1, 11. 55-58) 
shows elements that suggest "a scrip distributor . . . ." and "a scrip distributor 
terminal . . . ." 

Rosen (the ABSTRACT; col. 3,11. 46-47; col. 4,11. 45-48) shows elements that 
suggest "a scrip distributor . . . ." and "a scrip distributor terminal . . . ." 

Rosen proposes electronic money distribution modifications that would have applied 
to the non-cash transaction system of Masi . It would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to combine the electronic money 
distribution modifications of Rosen with the non-cash transaction system of M because such 
electronic money distribution modifications would have been provided means for distributing 
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electronic money that was ^'interchangeable with conventional paper money .... " (See 
RoserL(col. 4,11. 9-10)). 

MasL(col. 4,11. 4-13; FIG. 1, el. 26; col. 3, 11. 23-30; col. 5, 11. 17-20; and col. 1 55- 
58) in view of the disclosure of Rosen_(the ABSTRACT; col. 3,11. 46-47; col. 4,11. 45-48) 
would have been selected in accordance with "wherein automatically crediting the merchant 
portion by the scrip distributor further comprises automatically crediting the merchant portion 
by the "a scrip distributor terminal . . . coupled over a network to a database storing the 
merchant accoimt . . . ." because such electronic money distribution would have provided 
means for distributing electronic money that was "interchangeable with conventional paper 
money " (See Rosen (col 4, 11. 9-10)). 

As per claim 45 Masi in view of Rosen shows the method of claim 1. (See the 
rejection of claim 1 supra). 

Masi rthe ABSTRACT; FIG. 1 ; col. 2, 11. 13-62; col. 3, 11. 19-40; col. 3, 11. 42-44, col. 
3,11. 58-64; col. 4, 11. 12-14; col. 5, 11. 1-6; and col. 5, 11. 17-20) shows elements that suggest: 
"automatically crediting a predetermined balance portion of the transaction amount to the 
scrip distributor account " 

MasLlacks an explicit recital of "electronic scrip" even though Masi (col 5,11. 20; and 
col. 3, 11. 19-40) discloses ''an electronic fund transfer" which suggests electronic scrip. 

Rosen (the ABSTRACT; and col. 4, 11. 6-12) discloses "electronic money " The 
Examiner interprets the disclosure of "electronic money" as equivalent to "electronic scrip" 



Serial Number: 09/3 1 3,297 (Kawan et al.) 39 

Art Unit: 2162 

witiiin the context of the claims of the instant invention; therefore, 

Rosen p roposes "electronic money" modifications that would have applied to the 
non-cash transaction system of Masi . It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary, skill 
in the art at the time of the invention that "electronic money" would have been selected in 
accordance with "electronic scrip" because such selection would have facilitated online 
commercial transactions; and it would have been obvious to a person, ordinary skill in the art 
at the time of the invention to combine the "electronic money" modifications of Rosen with 
the non-cash transaction system of Masi because such "electronic money" \vowWhave been 
"interchangeable with conventional paper money .... " (See Rosen (col. 4, 11. 9-10)). 

Masi lacks an explicit recital of "a scrip distributor . . . ." even though Masi (col. 3, 
11. 23-27; col. 5, 11. 17-20; and col. 1, 11. 55-58) shows elements that suggest "a scrip 
distributor . . . ." 

Rosen Tthe ABSTRACT; col. 3,11. 46-47; col. 4, 11. 45-48) shows elements that 
suggest "a scrip distributor." 

Rosen proposes electronic money distribution modifications that would have applied 
to the non-cash transaction system of Masi . It would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to combine the electronic money 
distribution modifications of Rosen with the non-cash transaction system of M because such 
electronic money distribution modifications would have been provided means for distributing 
electronic money that was "interchangeable with conventional paper money . . . . " (See 
Rosen rcol. 4,11. 9-10)). 
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Masi lacks an explicit recital of "automatically crediting the predetermined balance 
portion to the scrip distributor account further comprises automatically determining the 
balance portion for the scrip distributor account according to a predetermined scrip 
distributor percentage of the transaction amount . . . 

It would have been obvious to a person-of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention that the above "balance portion" disclosure of Masi in view of the above "scrip 
modifications of Rosen would have been selected in accordance with "automatically crediting 
the predetermined balance portion to the scrip distributor account further comprises 
automatically determining the balance portion for the scrip distributor account according to 
a predetermined scrip distributor percentage of the transaction amount. . . . because such 
selection would have provided means for distributing loyalty incentives. 

As per claim 46 Masi in view of Rosen shows the method of claim 45. (See the 
rejection of claim 45 supra ). 

MasL(FIG. 2; FIG. 3; the ABSTRACT; FIG. 1; col. 2, 11. 13-62; col. 3, 11. 19-40; col. 
3,11. 42-44; col. 3,11. 58-64; col. 4,11. 12-14; col. 5,11. 1-6; and col. 5,11. 17-20) shows elements 
that suggest "automatically determining the balance portion . . . ." 

Masi lacks an explicit recital of "the scrip distributor . . . ," even though Masi (col. 
3,11.23-27; col. 5, 11. 17-20; and col. 1,11.55-58) shows elements that suggest "the scrip 
distributor. ..." 

Rosen Tthe ABSTRACT; col. 3,11. 46-47; col. 4,11. 45-48) shows elements that 
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suggest "a scrip distributor." 

Rose proposes electronic money distribution modifications that would have applied 
to the non-cash transaction system of Masi . It would have been obvious to a 
person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to combine the electronic money 
distribution modifications of Rosen with the non-cash transaction system of Masi because 
such electronic money distribution modifications would have been provided means for 
distributing electronic money that was "interchangeable with conventional paper 

money " (See Rosen (col. 4, 11. 9-10)). 

Masi lacks an explicit recital of "wherein automatically determining the balance 
portion for the scrip distributor account further comprise[sic] automatically consulting 
look-up table for the predetermined scrip distributor percentage." It would have been 
obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention that the 
disclosure of MasL(FIG. 2; FIG. 3; the ABSTRACT; FIG. 1; col. 2,11.13-62; col. 3, 11. 19- 
40; col. 3,11. 42-44; col 3,11. 58-64; col. 4,11. 12-14; col. 5,11. 1-6; and col. 5,11. 17-20) in 
view of the disclosure of RoseiL(the ABSTRACT; col. 3,11. 46-47; col. 4, 11. 45-and col. 
4,11. 9-10) would have been selected in accordance with "wherein automatically 
determining the balance portion for the scrip distributor account further comprise[sic] 
automatically consulting a look-up table for the predetermined scrip distributor percentage 
. . . ." because such selection would have provided a means to ^provide enrollment 
incentives to merchants . . . , " (See Masi (col. 1, 11. 43-45)). 
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As per claim 47 Masi in view of Rosen shows the method of claim 46. (See the 
rejection of claim 46 supra ). 

MasL(FIG. 1, el. 18; and col. 3, 11. 23-27) discloses a ''network. ..." 

MasL(FIG. 1; col. 2,11. 36-37; col. 2,11. 41-42; and col. 2,11. 51-52) shows a 
'TerminaV* for ''data entry .... " 

Masi lacks an explicit recital of "the scrip distributor . . . even though Masi (z 
3,11. 23-27; col. 5,11. 17-20; and col. 1, 11. 55-58) shows elements that suggest "the scrip 
distributor . . . ." 

Rosen_(the ABSTRACT; col. 3, 11. 46-47; col. 4,11. 45-48) shows elements that 
suggest "a scrip distributor." 

Rosen proposes electronic money distribution modifications that would have 
applied to the non-cash transaction system of Masi . It would have been obvious to a 
person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to combine the electronic 
money distribution modifications of Rosen with the non-cash transaction system of M 
because such electronic money distribution modifications would have been provided 
means for distributing electronic money that was "interchangeable with conventional 
paper money . . . . " (See Rosen (col. 4,11. 9-10)). 

MasLlacks an explicit recital of "wherein automatically consulting the look-up 
table further comprises storing the look-up table in a database coupled over a network, at 
least one of a system manager terminal and a scrip distributor terminal." It would have 
been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention that the 
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disclosure of MasL(FIG. 2; FIG. 3; the ABSTRACT; FIG. 1; col. 2,11. 13-62; col. 3, 11. 19- 
40; col. 3, 11. 42-44; col. 3, 11. 58-64; col. 4, 11. 12-14; col. 5, 11. 1-6; and col. 5, 11. 1 20) 
would have been selected in accordance with "wherein automatically consulting the" look- 
up table further comprises storing the look-up table in a database coupled over a network 
to at least one of a system manager terminal and a scrip distributor terminal. . . because 
such selection would have provided a means to "provide enrollment incentives to . 
merchants " (See Masi fcol. 1, 11. 43-45)). 

As per claim 48 Masi in view of Rosen shows the method of claim 1 . (See the 
rejection of claim 1 supra). 

M^(FIG. 2; FIG. 3; the ABSTRACT; FIG. 1; col. 2,11. 13-62; col. 3, 11. 19-4 col. 
3, 11. 42-44; col. 3,11. 58-64; col. 4,11. 12-14; col. 5,11. 1-6; and col. 5, 11. 17-20) shows 
elements that suggest "automatically crediting the predetermined balance portion the 
sponsoring organization account further comprises automatically determining the balance 
portion for the sponsoring organization account according to a predetermined sponsoring 
organization percentage of the transaction amount." 

Masi lacks an explicit recital of "wherein "automatically crediting the 
predetermined balance portion to the sponsoring organization account further comprise 
automatically determining the balance portion for the sponsoring organization account 
according to a predetermined sponsoring organization percentage of the transaction 
amount." It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
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invention that the disclosure of MasL(FIG. 2; FIG. 3; the ABSTRACT; FIG. 1; col. 2, 11. 
13-62; col. 3,11. 19-40; col. 3,11. 42-44; col, 3,11. 58-64; col. 4,11. 12-14; col. 5, 11. and col. 
5, 11. 17-20) would have been selected in accordance with "wherein "automatically 
crediting the predetermined balance portion to the sponsoring organization account further 
comprises automatically determining the balance portion for the sponsoring organization 
account according to a predetermined sponsoring organization percentage of the 
transaction amount . . . ." because such selection would have provided 
a means to '^provide enrollment incentives to merchants . , . . " (See Masi (col. 1, 11. 43-45)). 

As per claim 49 Masi in view of Rosen shows the method of claim 48. (See the 
rejection of claim 48 supra ). 

Masi rFIG. 2; FIG. 3; the ABSTRACT; FIG. 1; col. 2, 11. 13-62; col 3,11. 19-40; col. 
3,11. 42-44; col. 3,11. 58-64; col. 4,11. 12-14; col. 5,11. 1-6; and col. 5,11. 17-20) shows elements 
that suggest "automatically determining the balance portion . . . ." 

Masi lacks an explicit recital of "wherein automatically determining the balance - 
portion for the sponsoring organization account further comprises automatically 
consulting a look-up table for the predetermined sponsoring organization percentage. ..." 
would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention that the disclosure of MasL(FIG. 2; FIG. 3; the ABSTRACT; FIG. 1; col. 2, 13-62; 
col. 3,11. 19-40; col. 3,11. 42-44; col. 3,11. 58-64; col. 4,11. 12-14; col. 5,11. 1-6; and col. 5, II. 
1 7-20) would have been selected in accordance with "wherein automatic determining the 
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balance portion for the sponsoring organization account further comprises automatically 

consulting a look-up table for the predetermined sponsoring organization: percentage " 

because such selection would have provided a means to "provide enrollment incentives to 
merchants " (See Masi (col 1, 11. 43-45)). 

As per claim 50, Masi in view of Rosen shows the method of claim 49. (See the 
rejection of claim 49 supra V 

MasL(FIG. 1, el. 18; and col 3, 11. 23-27) discloses a "network. ..." 

Masi (FIG. 1; col. 2,11. 36-37; col. 2,11. 41-42; and col. 2,11. 51-52) shows a 
"Terminal" for "data entry . ..." 

Masi lacks an explicit recital of "the scrip distributor . . . even though Masi (coL 
3, 11. 23-27; col. 5,11. 17-20; and col. 1,11. 55-58) shows elements that suggest "the scrip 
distributor. ..." 

Rosen (the ABSTRACT; col. 3,11. 46-47; col. 4,11. 45-48) shows elements that 
suggest "a scrip distributor." 

Rosen p roposes electronic money distribution modifications that would have applied 
to the non-cash transaction system of Masi . It would have been obvious to a 
person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to combine the electronic money 
distribution modifications of Rosen with the non-cash transaction system of h because such 
electronic money distribution modifications would have been provided means for distributing 
electronic money that was "interchangeable with conventional paper money . . . . " (See 
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Rosen (col 4,11. 9-10)). 

Masi lacks an explicit recital of "wherein automatically consulting the look-u table 
further comprises storing the look-up table in a database coupled over a network at least one 
of a system manager terminal and a scrip distributor terminal." It would have been obvious 
to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention that the disclosure of Masi 
(FIG. 2; FIG. 3; the ABSTRACT; FIG. 1; col. 2, 11. 13-62; col. 3, 11. 19-40; col. 3, 11. 42-44; 
col. 3, 11. 58-64; col. 4, 11 12-14; col. 5, 11. 1-6; and col. 5, 11. 17-20) would have been selected 
in accordance with "wherein automatically consulting the look-up table further comprises 
storing the look-up table in a database coupled over a network to at least one of a system 



manager terminal and a scrip distributor terminal. . . because such selection would have 
provided a means to "provide enrollment incentives to merchants . . . . " (See Masi Tcol. 1,11. 



As per claim 51 Masi in view of Rosen shows the method of claim 48. (See the 
rejection of claim 48 supra V 

Masi lacks an explicit recital of "wherein automatically determining the balance 
portion for the sponsoring organization account further comprises automatically deducts a 
previously received percentage of the transaction amount from the balance portion for the 
sponsoring organization account." 

"Official Notice" is taken that both the concept and the advantages of "where 
automatically determining the balance portion for the sponsoring organization accoimt further 



43-45)). 
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comprises automatically deducting a previously received percentage of the transaction amount 
from the balance portion for the sponsoring organization account, were v^ell known and 
expected in the art by one of ordinary skill at the time of the invention; it would have been 
obvious to include the concept and the advantages of "wherein automatically determining the 
balance portion for the sponsoring organization account further comprises automatically 
deducting a previously received percentage of a transaction amount from the balance portion 

for the sponsoring organization account " because such selection would have provided 

a means to '^provide enrollment incentives to merchants . . . . " (See Masi (coL IJl. 43-45)). 

Claim 52 is rejected for substantially the same reasons as claim 1. 

Claim 53 is rejected for substantially the same reasons as claim 2. 

Claim 54 is rejected for substantially the same reasons as claim 4. 

Claim 55 is rejected for substantially the same reasons as claim 3. 

Claim 56 is rejected for substantially the same reasons as claim 5. 



Claim 57 is rejected for substantially the same reasons as claim 6. 
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As per claim 58 Masi in view of Rosen shows the system of claim 52. (See t rejection 
of claim 52 supra ). 

MasL(FIG. 1, el. 18; and col. 3, 11. 23-27) discloses a "network " 

MasL(FIG. 1; col. 2, 11. 36-37; col. 2,11. 41-42; and col. 2, 11. 51-52) shows a 
"Terminal" for "data entry . , . . " 

Masi lacks an explicit recital of "the scrip distributor . . . ." even though Masi (col. 
3,11.23-27; col 5, 11. 1 7-20; and col. 1,11.55-58) shows elements that suggest "the scrip 
distributor. ..." 

Rosen (the ABSTRACT; col. 3,11. 46-47; col. 4,11. 45-48) shows elements that 
suggest "a scrip distributor." 

Rosen proposes electronic money distribution modifications that would have applied 
to the non-cash transaction system of Masi . It would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to combine the electronic money 
distribution modifications of Rosen v^th the non-cash transaction system of N, because such 
electronic money distribution modifications would have been provided means for distributing 
electronic money that was "interchangeable with conventional paper money .... " (See 
Rosen (col 4, 11. 9-10)). 

Masi lacks an explicit recital of "wherein automatically debiting means fiirther 
comprises a merchant terminal coupled over a network to at least one of a system mangy 
terminal and a scrip distributor terminal." It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time of the invention that the disclosure of Masi (FIG. 2; FIG. 3; the 
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ABSTRACT; FIG. 1; col. 2,11. 13-62; coL 3,11. 19-40; col. 3,11. 42-44; col. 3, 11. 58-64; col. 
4, 11. 12-14; col. 5, 11. 1-6; and col. 5, 11. 17-20) would have been selected in accordance with 
"wherein automatically debiting means further comprises a merchant terminal coupled over 

a network to at least one of a system manager terminal and a scrip distributor terminal " 

because such selection would have facilitated online individualized commercial transactions. 

As per claim 59 Masi in view of Rose n shows the system of claim 58. (See the 
rejection of claim 58 supra ). 

MasL(FIG. 1, el. 18; and col. 3,11. 23-27) discloses a '^network. . . " 

MasL(FIG. 1; col. 2,11. 36-37; col. 2,11. 41-42; and col. 2,11. 51-52) shows a 
'Terminal" fox data entry , ..." 

Masi lacks an explicit recital of "a scrip manager terminal . . . ." even though h (col. 
3,11. 23-27; col. 5,11. 17-20; and col. 1,11. 55-58) shows elements that suggest "a scrip manager 
terminal . . . 

Rose rthe ABSTRACT; col. 3,11. 46-47; col. 4,11, 45-48) shows elements that suggest 
"a scrip manager terminal . . . 

Rosen proposes "scrip manager terminal " modifications that would have applied 

to the non-cash transaction system of Masi . It would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to combine the electronic, money 
distribution modifications of Rosen with the non-cash transaction system of 1 because such 
"scrip manager terminal — " modifications would have been provided means for distributing 





Serial Number: 09/313,297 



(Kawan et al.) 



50 



Art Unit: 2162 



electronic money that was "interchangeable with convention, paper money . . . . " (See Rosen 
(col. 4, 11.9-10)). 

Masi lacks an explicit recital of "wherein the debiting means further comprise database 
storing the member account coupled over the network to at least one of a system manager 
terminal and a scrip manager terminal." It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time of the invention that the disclosure of Masi (FIG. FIG. 3; the 
ABSTRACT; FIG. 1; col 2,11. 13-62; col 3, 11. 19-40; col. 3, 11. 42-44; col. 3, 11. 58-64; col. 
4, 11. 12-14; col. 5,11. 1-6; and col. 5, 11. 17-20) would have been selected in accordance with 
"wherein the debiting means further comprises a database storing the member account 
coupled over the network to at least one of a system manager terminal, and a scrip manager 

terminal " because such selection would have facilitated online individualized commercial 

transactions. 

As per claim 60 Masi in view of Rosen shows the system of claim 59. (See the 
rejection of claim 59 supra ). 

Masi lacks an explicit recital of "wherein the member account further comprises least 
one of the member scrip account, a member checking account, and a member savings, 
account." 

"Official Notice" is taken that both the concept and the advantages of "where the 
member account further comprises at least one of the member scrip account, a member 
checking account, and a member savings account " were well known and expected in the 
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art by one of ordinary skill at the time of the invention; it would have been obvious to include 
the concept and the advantages of "wherein the member account further comprises: at least 
one of the member scrip account, a member checking accotmt, and a member savings account 
. . . because such selection would have facilitated online individualizesd commercial 
transactions. 

As per claim 61 Masi in view of Rosen shows the method of claim 52. (See t rejection 
of claim 52 supra ). 

Masi (FIG. 1, el. 18; and col. 3, 11. 23-27) discloses a ''network " 

MasL(FIG. 1; col. 2,11. 36-37; col. 2,11. 41-42; and col. 2,11. 51-52) shows a "Terminal 
" for ''data entry , ..." 

Masi rthe ABSTRACT; FIG. 1; col. 2,11. 13-62; col. 3,11. 19-40; col. 3,11. 42-44; col. 
3, 11. 58-64; col. 4,11. 12-14; col. 5,11. 1-6; and col. 5,11. 17-20) shows elements that suggest: 
"wherein the means for crediting the merchant portion . . . and "a system manager . . . 

Masi lacks an explicit recital of "a scrip distributor terminal . . . ." even though Masi 
(col. 3,11. 23-27; col. 5,11. 17-20; and col. 1,11. 55-58) shows elements that suggest "a scrip 
distributor terminal . . . ." 

Rose rthe ABSTRACT; col. 3,11. 46-47; col. 4,11. 45-48) shows elements that suggest 
"a scrip distributor terminal." 

Rosen proposes electronic money distribution modifications that would have applied 
to the non-cash transaction system of Masi . It would have been obvious to a person of 
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ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to combine the electronic money 
distribution modifications of Rosen with the non-cash transaction system of Masi , because 
such electronic money distribution modifications would have been provided means for 
distributing electronic money that was ''interchangeable with conventional paper 
money . , . . " (See Rosen col. 4, 11. 9-10). 

Masi lacks an explicit recital of "wherein the means for crediting the merchant portion 
further comprises a database storing the merchant account coupled over a network to at least 
one of a system manager terminal and a scrip distributor terminal . . . ." 

Masi rcol. 4,11. 4-13; FIG. 1, el. 26; col. 3,11. 23-30; col. 5,11. 17-20; and col. 

55-58) in view of the disclosure of Rosen (the ABSTRACT; col. 3,11. 46-47; col. 4,11. 
45-48) would have been selected in accordance with "wherein the means for crediting 
merchant portion further comprises a database storing the merchant account coupled c a 
network to at least one of a system manager terminal and a scrip distributor terminal . . , ." 
because such electronic money distribution would have provided means for distributing 

electronic money that was "interchangeable with conventional paper money " (See Rosen 

(col. 4, 11. 9-10)). 

As per claim 62 Masi in view of Rosen shows the method of claim 61 . (See rejection 
of claim 61 supra ). 

Masi (FIG, 2; and FIG. 3) shows elements that suggest "a look-up table. . . ," 
MasL(FIG. 1; FIG. 2; FIG. 3; col. 1,11. 43-45; col. 3, 11. 38-40; col. 5, 11. 22-25; col. 
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5, IL 53-54; and col. 4,11. 30-67) shows elements that suggest "the merchant portion stored 
the database . . . 

Masi lacks an explicit recital of: "wherein the means for crediting the merchant, 
portion further comprises a look-up table of predetermined merchant percentage for 
determining the merchant portion stored in the database . . . ." 

MasL(col. 4,11. 4-13; FIG. 1, el. 26; col 3,11. 23-30; col. 5,11. 17-20; and col. 1 55-58) 
would have been selected in accordance with "wherein the means for crediting merchant 
portion further comprises a look-up table of predetermined merchant percent for determining 
the merchant portion stored in the database . . . ." because such selection would have 
provided a means to ^provide enrollment incentives to merchants, ..." (See Masi (col. 1, 11. 
43-45)). 

As per claim 63 Masi in view of Rosen shows the method of claim 52. (See t rejection 

of claim 52 supra ). 

MasL(FIG. 1, el. 18; and col. 3, 11. 23-27) discloses a ''network " 

Masi rriG. 1; FIG. 2; FIG. 3; col. 1,11. 43-45; col. 3,11. 38-40; col. 5,11. 22-25 col. 5,11. 

53-54; and col. 4,11. 30-67) shows elements that suggest "the merchant portion stored in the 

database. . . ." 

Masi lacks an explicit recital of "a scrip distributor . . . ." and "a scrip distributor 

terminal " even though Masi fcol. 3, 11. 23-27; col. 5, 11. 17-20; and col. 1, 11. 55-5) shows 

elements that suggest "a scrip distributor . . . ." and "a scrip distributor terminal. . . ." 
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Rosen Tthe ABSTRACT; col. 3, 11. 46-47; col. 4, 11. 45-48) shows elements that 
suggest "a scrip distributor terminal." 

Rosen proposes electronic money distribution modifications that would have applied 
to the non-cash transaction system of Masi . It would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to combine the electronic money 
distribution modifications of Rosen with the non-cash transaction system of M because such 
electronic money distribution modifications would have been provided means for distributing 
electronic money that was ''interchangeable with conventional paper money . . . . " (See 
Rosen (col 4,11. 9-10)). 

Masi rcol. 4,11. 4-13; FIG. 1, el. 26; col. 3,11. 23-30; col. 5,11. 17-20; and col. 1 55-58) 
in view of the disclosure of RoseiL(the ABSTRACT; col. 3,11. 46-47; col. 4,11 45-48) would 
have been selected in accordance with "means for crediting the predetermined portion to the 
scrip distributor account further comprises a database storing the scrip distributor account 
coupled over a network to at least one of a system manager terminal and a scrip distributor 
terminal." 

Masi lacks an explicit recital of "means for crediting the predetermined portion the 
scrip distributor account further comprises a database storing the scrip distributor account 
coupled over a network to at least one of a system manager terminal and a scrip distributor 
terminal." It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the G 
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at the time of the invention that the disclosure of MasLin view of RoseiLvs^ould have been 
selected in accordance with "means for crediting the predetermined portion to the scrip 
distributor account further comprises a database storing the scrip distributor account coupled 
over a network to at least one of a system manager terminal and a scrip distributor terminal 

" because such selection would have provided a means to ^provide enrollment incentives 

to merchants . . . . " (see Masi (col. 1, 11. 43-45)) and because such scrip (i.e., electronic 
money) would have provided means for distributing electronic money that was 
^'interchangeable with conventional paper money . . . . " (See Rosen (col, 4,11. 9-10)). 

As per claim 64 Masi in view of Rosen shows the method of claim 63. (See rejection 
of claim 63 supra ). 

Masi (FIG. 2; and FIG. 3) shows elements that suggest "a look-up table " 

Masi rFIG. 1; FIG. 2; FIG. 3; col 1,11. 43-45; col. 3,11. 38-40; col. 5,11. 22-25 col. 5,11. 

53-54; and col. 4,11. 30-67) shows elements that suggest a "portion stored ii database . . . ." 
Masi rthe ABSTRACT; FIG. 1; col. 2,11. 13-62; col. 3,11. 19-40; col. 3,11. 42-44; col. 

3, 11. 58-64; col. 4,11. 12-14; col. 5,11. 1-6; and col. 5,11. 17-20) shows elements t suggest: 

"means for crediting the predetermined balance portion to the scrip distributor 

account . . . ." 

Masi lacks an explicit recital of "a scrip distributor " even though Masi (col. 3,11. 

23-27; col. 5,11. 17-20; and col. 1, 11. 55-58) shows elements that suggest distributor . . . ." 
Rosen fthe ABSTRACT; col. 3,11. 46-47; col. 4,11. 45-48) shows elements that 
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suggest "a scrip distributor." 

Rosen proposes electronic money distribution modifications that would have 
applied to the non-cash transaction system of Masi . It would have been obvious to a 
person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to combine the elements and 
limitations of money distribution modifications of Rosen with the non-cash transaction 
system of Masi . because such electronic money distribution modifications would have 
been provided means for distributing electronic money that was "interchangeable with 
conventional paper money, ..." (See Rosen (col. 4,11. 9-10)). 

Masi lacks an explicit recital of: "wherein the means for crediting the predetermined 
balance portion to the scrip distributor account further comprise a look-up table or 
predetermined scrip distributor percentage for determining the scrip distributor portion stored 
in the database." It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of the invention that the disclosure of Masi in view of Rosen would have been selected in 
accordance with "wherein the means for crediting the predetermined balance portion to the 
scrip distributor account further comprises a look-up table or predetermined scrip distributor 
percentage for determining the scrip distributor stored in the database . . . ." because such 
selection would have provided a money distribution modifications of Rosen with the non-cash 
transaction system of Masi because such electronic money distribution modifications would 
have been provided means for distributing electronic money that was "interchangeable with 
conventional paper money .... " (See Rosen (col. 4, II. 9-10)). 
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As per claim 65, Masi in view of Rosen shows the system of claim 52. 

Masi lacks an explicit recital of: "means for crediting the predetermined balance 
portion to the sponsoring organization account further comprises a database storing the 
sponsoring organization account coupled over a network to at least one of a system manager 
terminal and a scrip distributor terminal." 

Masi rcoL 4,11. 4-13; FIG. 1, el. 26; col. 3,11. 23-30; col. 5,11. 17-20; and col. 55-58) 
in view of the disclosure of Rosen (the ABSTRACT; col. 3,11. 46-47; col. 4, 11. 45-48) would 
have been selected in accordance with "means for crediting the predetermined balance portion 
to the sponsoring organization account further comprises a database storing the sponsoring 
organization account coupled over a network, at least one of a system manager terminal and 
a scrip distributor terminal . . . ." because such selection would have provided a means to 
''provide enrollment incentives r merchants .... " (see Masi (col. 1, 11. 43-45)) and because 
such scrip (i.e., electronic money) would have provided means for distributing electronic 
money that yNas^interchangeable with conventional paper money . . . . " (See Rosen (col. 4, 
11. 9-10; 



As per claim 66 Masi in view of Rosen shows the method of claim 65. (See the 
rejection of claim 65 supra ). 

Masi (FIG. 2; and FIG. 3) shows elements that suggest "a look-up table. . . ." 

Masi (FIG. 1; FIG. 2; FIG. 3; col. 1, 11. 43-45; col. 3, 11. 38-40; col. 5, 11. 22-25 col. 
5, 11. 53-54; and coL 4, 11, 30-67) shows elements that suggest a "portion stored in the 
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database . . . 

Masi rthe ABSTRACT; FIG. 1; col. 2,11. 13-62; col. 3, 11. 19-40; col. 3,11. 42-44; col. 
3,11. 58-64; col. 4,11. 12-14; col. 5, 11. 1-6; and col. 5,11. 17-20) shows elements that suggest: 
"means for crediting the predetermined balance portion to the sponsoring organization 
account . . . 

Masi lacks an explicit recital of: "wherein the means for crediting the predetermined 
balance portion to the sponsoring organization account further comprises look-up table of 
predetermined sponsor organization percentage for determining the sponsor organization 
portion stored in the database." It would have been obvious to person of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time of the invention that the disclosure of M view of Rosen would have been 
selected in accordance with "wherein the means for crediting the predetermined balance 
portion to the sponsoring organization account further comprises a look-up table of 
predetermined sponsor organization percentage for determining the sponsor organization 
portion stored in the database. ..." because such selection would have provided a means to 
''provide enrollment incentives to merchants . . , . " (see Masi Tcol. 1, 11. 43-45)). 

RESPONSE TO ARGUMENTS— 707.07(f) 

3. The following is an excerpt of MPEP 707.07(f): "Where the [AJpplicant traverses any 

rejection, the examiner should . . . take note of the [AJpplicant's argument and answer the substance 
of it" 
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Applicant's arguments filed 12/04/2001 (Request for Reconsideration, paper #9) have been 
fully considered but they are not persuasive for the following reasons: 

As per claims 1-66, in response to Applicant's argument paper #9, that the interpretation of 
electronic scrip in the prior office action is inappropriate, and specifically in response to Applicant's 
arguments that "an electronic fund transfer does not suggest or imply electronic scrip and the 
interpretation of electronic money as equivalent to electronic scrip within the context of the disclosure 
of the present invention, from which definition of terms in the claims must be drawn. . . ." the 
Examiner proffers that Applicant's arguments implicitly admit (at page 2, lines 10-11) that "transfer 
of electronic scrip may be considered an electronic fund transfer because scrip is a type of fund. . . 
." in other words it can be inferred from this admission by one of ordinary skill in the art that an 
electronic fund transfer does suggest or imply electronic scrip and the interpretation of electronic 
money as equivalent to electronic scrip. Furthermore, the test for obviousness is not whether the 
features of a secondary reference may be bodily incorporated into the structure of the primary 
reference; nor is it that the claimed invention must be expressly suggested in any one or all of the 
references. Rather, the test is what the combined teachings of the references would have suggested 
to those of ordinary skill in the art. See In re Keller, 642 F.2d 413, 208 USPQ 871 (CCPA 1981). 
Furthermore, in this case, the Examiner relies upon motivation from the knowledge generally available 
to one of ordinary skill in the art, as well as, suggestion and motivation in the references themselves. 

Applicant's comments argue against references individually. In response to Applicant's 
arguments against the references individually, one cannot show nonobviousness by attacking 
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references individually where the rejections are based on combinations of references. See In re 
Keller, 642 F.2d 413, 208 USPQ 871 (CCPA 1981); In re Merck & Co., 800 F.2d 1091, 231 
USPQ 375 (Fed. Cir. 1986). 

Applicant's arguments fail to comply with 37 CFR 1 . 1 1 1(b) because they amount to a general 
allegation that the claims define a patentable invention without specifically pointing out how the 
language of the claims patentably distinguishes them fi*om the references. 

For these reasons stated above, original the 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) rejections are maintained. 



RESPONSE TO RELIANCE ON COMMON KNOWLEDGE IN THE 
ART OR "WELL KNOWN" PRIOR ART— 2144.03 



4. As per claims 1-66, the following is an excerpt of MPEP 2144.03: "Applicant must seasonably 
challenge well known statements and statements based on personal knowledge when they are made. 
... (A challenge to the taking of judicial notice must contain adequate information or argument to 
create on its face a reasonable doubt regarding the circumstances justifying the judicial notice)." (See 
MPEP 2144.03, August 2001, pp. 2100-129 and 2100-30. 

Furthermore, in the first office action, the Examiner took official notice of certain facts by 
asserting that certain limitations in dependent claims are old and well known expedients in the art 
without the support of documentary evidence because the facts so noticed are of notorious character 
and serve only to fill in the gaps which exist in the evidentiary shoving to support a particular groimd 
of rejection. 
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Applicant's arguments filed 12/04/2001 (Request for Reconsideration, paper #9) fail to 
present an appropriate challenge to the taking of Official/ Judicial Notice because Applicant's 
arguments do not contain adequate information or argument to create on its face a reasonable doubt 
regarding the circumstances justifying the [Official/Judicial] notice." (MPEP 2144.03 (August 2001) 
p. 2100-129). Furthermore, Applicant's traversal of official notice is inadequate because the 
Applicant has failed to specifically point out the supposed errors in the Examiner's action, which 
would include stating why the noticed fact is not considered to be common knowledge or well-known 
in the art. 

Therefore, the "Official Notice" or common knowledge or well-known in the art 
statement is taken to be admitted prior art because Applicant's traversal is inadequate. 

5. Any response to this action should be mailed to: 
Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Any response to this action may be sent via facsimile to either: 

(703) 746-7239 or (703) 872-9314 (for formal communications EXPEDITED PROCEDURE) 
(703) 746-7239 (for formal communications marked AFTER-FINAL) or 

(703) 746-7240 (for informal communications marked PROPOSED or DRAFT). 
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Hand delivered responses may be brought to: 

Sixth floor Receptionist 
Crystal Park II 
2121 Crystal Drive 
Arlington, Virginia. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to John L. Young who may be reached via telephone at (703) 305-3801. The 
examiner can normally be reached Monday through Friday between 8:30 A.M. and 5:00 P.M. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Eric Stamber, may be reached at (703) 305-8469. 

2121 Crystal Drive 

Arlington, Virginia. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-3900. 



John L. Youngj 




Patent Examiner 




February 25, 2002 



ERIC W. STAMBER 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 2100 



